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Preface 
 
Airport operators can experience difficulty establishing competitive rates and charges.  Ensuring fair and equitable fees 
must be balanced with the goal of financial self-sufficiency for the airport.  Establishing fees can be a complicated 
process, since many factors are involved.  One reasonable aide can be to obtain a consensus of the rates and charges at 
similar airports in the surrounding area.  
 
The purpose of this guide is to provide an accurate, convenient source of data regarding the rates and charges for 
hangars, tie-downs, fuel storage, as well as terminal and other fees at public use airports in Wyoming and surrounding 
states. This study is part of an on-going process by the Aeronautics Division to help Wyoming airports achieve a higher 
level of self-sufficiency.  This document will aid in the establishment of a fair and consistent level of rates and charges 
throughout the area. 
 
Most of the information contained herein was obtained through an internet survey service during late 2005 and early 2006.  
Every effort was made to obtain the most current information, however airports rates and charges constantly change.  
Therefore, operators are encouraged to contact other airports directly, to request the most up-to-date information 
available.  A complete list of contacts and telephone numbers for each airport that responded to the survey is located in 
Appendix A. 
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Part 1 - Introduction 
 
 
The original Wyoming Airport Rates and Charges guide (Guide) was published by the Wyoming Department of 
Transportation Aeronautics Division (WDOT) in 1995.  It has since been updated in 2000 and 2004.  This 2006 Update 
provides the most recent and accurate information, as well as an updated analysis of the data collected.  This update is 
part of the continuous Wyoming State System Planning Study, which is funded in part by the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA).  
 
Objectives of the Survey 
 
The objective of this Guide is to provide statistical information regarding rates and charges for typical airport services such 
as hangar rental fees, tie-down fees, landing fees, and fuel sales, etc.  In addition to the base data collected, a summary 
and analysis for each of the major data categories is included.  This data and analysis will allow airport managers to easily 
compare rates and charges with airports in the same size and operational categories, for their use in establishing 
competitive rates and charges.  
 
As with the prior updates to the guide, data was collected from Wyoming and neighboring states, to represent the 
averages and trends in the Wyoming region. 
 
Since this 2006 update represents the fourth survey taken over approximately 10 years, comparisons can be made to 
prior surveys, and trends can be established.  These trends are documented in Part 2 of this Guide update. 
 
In addition to the basic objective of providing statistical information regarding the rates and charges for typical airport 
services, the Guide also serves as a benchmarking tool.  Benchmarking of tangible statistical data is commonly used 
within aviation to help determine the best methods of management, best ways to increase revenues, and as a means to 
review strategies that would better serve the an airport.    
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Airports Included in the Survey 
 
Data was collected from airports in 8 states, including Colorado, Idaho, Montana, North Dakota, Nebraska, South Dakota, 
Utah and Wyoming.  A total of 90 airports submitted surveys, including 27 of the 40 Wyoming public use airports.  Of the 
90 total airports, 20 are Primary, 5 are Commercial Service and 65 are General Aviation airports.  Included airports are: 
 

Wyoming 
  
Afton – Lincoln County 
Big Piney – Marbleton 
Buffalo – Johnson County 
Cheyenne Regional 
Cokeville Municipal 
Converse County (Douglas, WY) 
Evanston – Uinta County 
Gillette – Campbell County 
Greater Green River Intergalactic Spaceport 
South Big Horn County (Greybull, WY) 
Hot Springs County (Thermopolis, WY) 
Hulett Municipal 
Hunt Field (Lander, WY) 
Kemmerer Municipal 
Laramie Regional  
Lusk Municipal 
Mondell Field (Newcastle, WY) 
Natrona County International (Casper, WY) 
Powell Municipal 
Ralph Wenz Field (Pinedale, WY) 
Rock Springs – Sweetwater County 
Sheridan County (Sheridan, WY) 
Shively Field (Saratoga, WY) 
Thomas Memorial (Glendo, WY) 
Upton Municipal 
Worland Municipal 

 
Yellowstone Regional (Cody, WY) 
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Colorado 
 
Cortez Municipal 
Crawford  
Denver International 
Eads Municipal  
Erie Tri-County  
Fremont County 
Front Range  
Garfield County Regional 
Jefferson County  
Kremmling McElroy Field  
Montrose Regional 
Pueblo Memorial  
Telluride Regional 
Walker Field 
 
Idaho 
 
Boise – Gowen Field 
Nampa Municipal 
Payette Municipal 
 
Montana 
 
Bert Mooney 
Cut Bank Municipal 
Deer Lodge 
Eureka 
Gallatin Field 
Glasgow Industrial 
Lewistown Municipal 
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North Dakota 
 
Bismarck Municipal 
Devils Lake Regional 
Dickinson Theodore Roosevelt Regional 
Grand Forks International 
Hector International 
Jamestown Regional 
Minot International 
 
Nebraska 
 
Ainsworth Municipal 
Broken Bow Municipal 
Central Nebraska Regional 
Chadron Municipal 
Fairbury Municipal 
Grant Municipal 
North Platte Regional 
Plattsmouth Municipal 
Trenton Municipal 
 
South Dakota 
 
Bowdle Municipal 
Highmore Municipal 
Huron Regional 
Milbank Municipal 
Onida Municipal 
Pine Ridge 
Redfield Municipal 
Sturgis 
Wall Municipal 
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Utah 
 
Cal Black Memorial 
Delta Municipal 
Duchesne Municipal 
Fillmore Municipal 
Hanksville  
Heber City Airport / Russ McDonald Field 
Huntington Municipal  
Milford Municipal Airport - Briscoe Field 
Morgan County 
Parowan  
Roosevelt Municipal  
Salt Lake City Municipal no. 2 
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Survey Methodology 
 
The survey was administered through the use of an internet-based survey service.  Airports in Wyoming and each 
surrounding state were notified of the survey by e-mail, and concurrently given instructions on how to complete and 
submit the survey through the internet.   Contacts for airports in each of the surrounding states were obtained though their 
respective State Aeronautics offices.  A small number of airports did not have e-mail ability, or preferred to complete the 
survey by hand.  These sites were mailed a hardcopy of the survey, which were later input into the survey system by 
WDOT staff and/or their consultant.  The survey system was then used to separate, sort, organize, etc. the base survey 
data, which was then used to create this Guide. 
 
Instructions 
 
The Guide is organized into two main sections: the Analysis Section (Part 2) and the Data Tables (Part 3).  The Analysis 
section provides summaries of the major aspects of the survey, by breaking down the base data into a concise 
understandable form that is quickly and easily absorbed by the reader.  The Data Tables section provides the raw survey 
data in clean, organized tables that can be referred to for any reason.  Most of the data is sorted by state and airport type.  
Airport types used in the structure of the survey, as basically defined by Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), are as 
follows: 
 
1 - General Aviation  An airport with no scheduled passenger service 
2 – Commercial Service An airport with under 10,000 but at least 2,500 annual passenger enplanements 
3 – Primary A Commercial Service airport with at least 10,000 annual passenger enplanements 
 
 
 
The Data Tables are sorted in the following order: 
 

1. By State Code 
2. By NPIAS role 
3. By Airport Name 
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Part 2 - Analysis 
 
 
An analysis of some of the major points of the survey is provided here.  A brief explanation of some of the more 
interesting or informative findings is included along with charts where appropriate.   A comparison with the 2000 and 2004 
Guides is included for some sections to present the reader with a quick reference source to compare data from the 
previous Guides. 
 
In order to present an accurate analysis, only consistent data was used.  For example, when analyzing Landing Fees, 
some airports charged a flat rate per landing while the majority of airports charged a per pound fee.  The airports that 
charged a flat fee per landing, in this case, were not included. 
 
Averages were calculated using only airports that reported the fee in question, unless otherwise noted.  If an airport 
reported Not Available or Applicable (NA) or $0 for a fee, it was not used in the analysis.  Some sections of the survey 
only received one, or a small number of responses from airports.  In this case, no analysis was made for that area, or a 
note is included to explain the circumstance.  This allows for an accurate representation of the averages for groups of 
airports. 
 
Data Areas included in this Analysis: 
 
Landing Fees      Special Use Fees 
Fueling Operations & Flowage Fees   Airport Business Marketing 
Airport & Airline Agreement    Hangar Facilities: Number & Ownership 
Tie-Down Fees      Hangar Facilities: Description & Rates 
Property Fees      Airport Insurance 
Terminal Fees      Through-the-Fence Operations 
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Landing Fees 
 
As in 2000 and 2004, data was collected for four categories of activity as shown in Charts 1 and 2.   The survey for this 
2006 Guide also requested information for a 5th category of activity (General Aviation), however only two airports provided 
information.  For this reason, the General Aviation landing fee data is not included in this analysis, but is included in Part 3 
of this Guide for review. 
 
Overall, in comparison to the results of the 2000 and 2004 Guide, Landing Fees have remained stable without any 
significant change in any direction.  This analysis did not include values for Denver International Airport or Colorado 
Springs Airport since they are significantly different from all other airports.  The data for the Commercial Service category 
for the Scheduled Airline categories may be unreliable since the average value shown in Chart 2 is based on just two 
responding airports.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        
 

Chart 1 - Landing Fees - Primary Airports
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 Chart 2 - Landing Fees - Commercial Service Airports
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Since collection of the fees can be difficult, especially for small or unattended airports, this survey asked for information 
regarding the collection process.  This data is provided in Part 3 of this Guide. 
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Fueling Operation & Flowage Fees  
 

Fifty-seven airports provided fueling operation information.  The types of operation are summarized in Chart 3.  
 
 
 Chart 3 - Airport Fueling Operations

Airport Owns Land & Fuel 
Farm - Private Party 

Operates Fueling - 46%

Airport Owns Land & Fuel 
Farm - Airport Operates 

Fueling 29%

Airport Owns Land but 
not Fuel Farm 20%

Other - 5%

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Although the 2000 and 2004 surveys requested information for fuel storage fees, this survey did not.  Information was 
requested on fuel flowage fees and is summarized below.  Since just three Commercial Service and five Primary airports 
provided flowage fee data, they are not included in this analysis.  The overall fuel operation data is available in Part 3 of 
this Guide for review if desired. 
 
Thirty-one General Aviation airports provided flowage fee info.  Ten of those indicated that they had a flowage fee of zero.  
The average of the remaining 21 airports is as follows.   
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General Aviation Airports 

 
Flowage Fee per gallon sold by the FBO = $0.057 

 
Flowage Fee per gallon sold by the airport = $0.047 

 
 
 
More information regarding fueling operations, such as Volume Sold, Storage Available, etc. was collected in the survey 
and is included in Part 3 of this report.  Six airports of the 31 responding to this part of the survey, used a percentage-per-
gallon fee structure.  This data is included in Part 3 of this Guide. 
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Airport & Airline Agreement 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

An Airport Use Agreement is a financial agreement 
between an airport and an airline. It establishes the terms 
and conditions governing the airline’s use of the airport.  
This Guide addresses three possible approaches to 
Airport Use Agreements: 
 
1 – Compensatory: In this process of financial 
management, the airport charges the airline a number of 
fees to recover the cost of services and facilities.  Under 
this process, the airport operator assumes the majority of 
the financial risk. 
 
2 – Residual Cost: In this process, the airlines collectively 
assume significant financial risk by agreeing to pay any 
costs of operating the airport that are not allocated to 
other users or covered by non-airline sources of revenue.
 
3 – Hybrid:  This process incorporates elements of both 
the compensatory and residual cost processes together 
into one scheme. 
 
Nineteen airports responded to this section of the survey 
(12 primary, 3 commercial service, and 4 general 
aviation).  Chart 4 illustrates the types of agreements in 
place at the Primary and Commercial Service airports 
within this 2006 survey. 

Chart 4 - Primary & Commercial Service 
Airport Use Agreements

Hybrid 18% Residual 0%

Compensatory 
82%
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Tie-Down Fees 
 
Only 2 general aviation airports (of the 50 that responded to this part of the survey), provided information for Tie-Down 
Rental.  The information from these two airport is as follows: 
 
 

General Aviation Airport 
Overnight Rental Monthly Rental 

$5.00 for all aircraft types $35.00 for all aircraft types 
$3.00 to $10.00 for all aircraft types $45.00 for all aircraft types 

 
 
Likewise, only one commercial service airport (of the 5 that responded to the survey), provided information for Tie-Down 
Rental.  The information from this one airport is as follows: 
 

Commercial Service Airport 
Overnight Rental Monthly Rental 

$45.00  single engine NA 
$ 8.00  multi engine NA 

NA  Jet NA 
 
 
 
For the Primary airports that responded to the survey (20 total), 8 provided Tie-Down Rental Information.   
The averages of the data provided by these 8 airports is as follows: 
 

Primary Airports 
Overnight Rental Monthly Rental 

$5.33  single engine $40.56 single engine 
$8.50  multi engine $49.21 multi engine 

$11.00  jet $191.66 jet 
 

 

        
 

19



Data from the 2000 and 2004 Guide has been included in Charts 5 and 6 to show the fees across that time.  Commercial 
Service Airports are not included in Charts 5 and 6 because of the lack of data provided through the surveys in 2000 and 
2004.  The data from this 2006 Survey is also not included in the Charts simply because the small number of responses 
would not provide an accurate account of fees in the survey region. 
 
 
 Chart 5 - Overnight Tie-Down Fees

$6.37

$7.93

$14.83

$4.75

$8.94

$14.92

$3.55

$6.88

$18.40

$3.58

$6.20

$11.00

$0.00

$2.00

$4.00

$6.00

$8.00

$10.00

$12.00

$14.00

$16.00

$18.00

$20.00

Single Engine Multi Engine Jet

2004 Primary 2000 Primary 2004 General Aviation 2000 General Aviation

        
 

20



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chart 6 - Monthly Tie-Down Fees
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Property Fees 
 
As with the 2000 and 2004 Guides, the data for this section of the analysis are categorized as Aviation Land, Industrial 
Land, and Hangar Land.  For this year’s Guide, a fourth category, Crop Land was added.  The summary of the data 
collected by the 2000 and 2004 surveys are included in Charts 7 and 8.  The new 2006 information is included in Chart 9.  
The 2006 data for Commercial Service airports may be unreliable since only one airport responded.  However, that value 
is included in Chart 9 to remain consistent with the previous two surveys shown in Charts 7 and 8.  Also only 1 airport for 
General Aviation, 3 for Primary, and no airports for Commercial Service airports provided info for “Industrial Land”.   But 
again, those values are included in Chart 9 to remain consistent with the previous two surveys shown in Charts 7 and 8.  
Denver International Airport responded to this part of the survey but was left out of the averaging, since the values are 
significantly different from all other airports. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        
 

Chart 7 - 2000 Airport Property Fees
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Chart 8 - 2004 Airport Property Fees
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Chart 9 - 2006 Airport Property Fees
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The data shown in Chart 9 is based on airports that charge at least something for those types of land leases, and does 
not include those that charge nothing.  Therefore the average values do not take into account any “zero” charges. 
 
 

Crop Land 
General Aviation Airports Commercial Services Airport Primary Airports 

$49 per Acre per Year $15 per Acre per Year NA 
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Terminal Fees 
 
The Terminal Fee data collected in this survey reflects the charges made by an airport for space in the terminal building 
for Airlines, Concessions and Rental Car Companies.  Only 3 general aviation airports responded with data for Airline 
fees.  One general aviation airports responded with data for Concessions.  Eight general aviation airports responded with 
Rental Car data.  The format for charging Rental Car companies varied greatly, and cannot be summarized into a 
meaningful average.  The data can be found in Part 3 of this Guide.  Only 1 Commercial Service and 6 Primary airports 
responded with Concession data.  For this reason, no analysis was made for Concessions.   In the Airline category 12 
Commercial Service or Primary airports responded.  The average fee for an airlines’ use of terminal space for these 
airports was $21.05 per square foot per year. 
 

Primary and Commercial Service Airports  
Airline Terminal Space 

$21.05 sf/year 
 

Special Use Fees 
 
Special Use Fees, for the purposes of this Guide, were defined as mainly Agricultural or Commercial.  The survey also 
allowed the airports to respond with any other special fee information they found appropriate.  Since these types of fees 
are rare for most airports, very few airports responded to this section of the survey.  For those that did respond, the data 
varies drastically and cannot be summarized.  For review, the base data is included in Part 3 of this Guide. 
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Airport Business Marketing 
 
The survey requested information for three basic categories: 
 

1 Business on the airport, that market themselves 
2 The cost spent on marketing by those business 
3 The types of media used by those businesses for marketing 

 
Numerous types of business and marketing types were listed by the survey respondents.  Of the 65 general aviation 
airports that responded to this part of the survey, 42 of them indicated having at least one business that markets 
themselves.  Of the 5 commercial service and 20 primary airports that responded to the survey, 16 of them indicated 
having at least one business that markets themselves.  
 
All of the base data, including separate tables that indicate the costs and types of marketing used by airports can be found 
in Part 3 of this Guide. 
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Hangar Facilities: Number & Ownership 
 
For this portion of the survey, airports were asked to identify the number of hangars available on the airport (either leased 
or available to be leased) along with the ownership type for each hangar.  Three ownership options were available to be 
selected: Public, Private, or Joint.  Public ownership means that the hangar and the land are owned by the airport.  Private 
means that the hangar and land are privately owned.  Joint ownership generally means that the hangar is privately owned 
and the land is owned by the airport.  Since there seemed to be some confusion among the respondents regarding the 
definition of private versus joint, for the purposes of this Guide, the two should be considered to be the same (joint – 
privately owned hangar on airport property).  The distribution of ownership is as follows: 
 
 

Ownership Distribution 
 

Private Ownership 43% 
Joint Ownership 32% 

Public Ownership 25% 
 
 
Since by the nature of this data, no averages or trends can be established, refer to the base data contained in Part 3 of 
this Guide for information about the number and ownership types for hangars. 
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Hangar Facilities: Description & Rates 
 
There were 4 major hangar types identified in the survey:  T-Hangar, Nested T-Hangar, Box Hangar and Communal.  
Other types that were noted were Quonset and Open hangar types. 
 
The descriptions and rates for each of the hangars included in the survey are included in Part 3 of this Guide.   
 
 
Key Findings: 
 
• The airports that responded accounted for 953 total hangars.   
• The majority of the hangars include electricity in the rental fee; a few include water and heat.   
• The average floor is constructed out of concrete  
• Ground access and airfield access is rated as excellent or good the majority of the time.   
• Hangars were constructed over a number of years ranging from 1938 to 2006.    
• In general the hangars were rated as being in “excellent” to “good” condition, and as one would expect, some of the 

older hangars were rated “fair” or “poor”. 
 
 
Hangar Lease Rates 
 
The rates for rental of the hangars varied greatly from .04 cents per square foot to a flat fee of $250 per month.   A variety 
of methods were used to assess the rental fee, those methods include: 
 
• Flat Fee by Month or Year 
• Monthly Rental charged by square foot 
• Yearly Rental charged by square foot 
 
 
For more information on hangar lease rates, please see the breakdown by airport in Part 3 of this Guide. 
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Cheyenne Regional Airport
Hangar Type A Hangar Type B Hangar Type C

How is airfield access to the hangar group?
Excellent Excellent Excellent Excellent
Good
Fair
Poor
Other (please specify)
Notes
Please indicate the priority for snow removal around this group of 
hangars? (10 is highest and 1 is lowest)
Snow Removal 8 8 8

Other (please specify)
Airfield and operational 
areas have first priority

What is the overall condition of the hangar group?
Excellent Excellent Excellent Excellent
Good
Fair
Poor

Approximately what year was this group built? (Range of years 
acceptable) 2002 1930, 1938, 1952 2005
Is there a winch available to pull aircraft into the hangar? No No Yes

How many individual hangar buildings are included in this group? 17 4 1

What is the total number of aircraft stored in all the buildings combined? 17 Depends on demand 2
What is the rent on these hangars per square foot? $210/month FBO would not disclose $2,000/month
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Cokeville Municipal Airport
Hangar Type A

What type is this Hangar Group?
Box (single aircraft)
Communal (multiple aircraft)
T-Hangar T-Hangar
Nested T-hangar
Quonset
Other (please specify)

What size of aircraft will this particular group of hangars accomodate?
Single Engine Single Engine
Twin Piston
Twin Turbo
Jet
Other (please specify)

What is the average available square feet of this hangar group?
Notes:
Are these hangars publicly, privately, or jointly owned?  (Jointly owned 
means public land, private building)

Public
Private Private
Joint
Other (please specify)

Which of the following are included in rent? (Please mark all that apply.)
Electricity
Water
Heat
Other (please specify)

Which of the following are in addition to rent?
Electricity
Water
Heat
Other (please specify)

Notes:
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